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E m b r ac i n g  c h a n g E :  
Five -memb er commission D iscussion

As you know, the Port District will have two new Commissioners this 
month. Some may see this as challenging, but I see it full of opportunity. 
The addition of new ideas can only enhance our community. The incoming 

commissioners are thoughtful and intelligent, and in my opinion, represent some 
of the finest our community has to offer. 

I have had the good fortune to serve amongst excellent Commissioners, Phil 
Bannan, Connie Niva and Duane Pearson. Their service and commitment to our 
community has not gone unnoticed. With regard to our incoming Commissioners, 
Troy McClelland and Mark Wolken, I believe they are a good fit, and will maintain 
the level of professionalism, courtesy and respect that have made my first two years 
at the Port such a wonderful experience. They will be supported by a fine staff, 
with whom I have had the great pleasure of being associated.

I briefly want to address one idea that came up during the election debates. 
This is the recommendation that the Port of Everett move to a five-member 
commission. This is something I initially campaigned on, and while I haven’t 
adequately articulated my position on this subject, I think it is a topic that deserves 
further consideration. The premise of five commissioners was based upon a couple 
points: first, to enable commissioners to speak outside of public meetings; and 
second, the suggestion of better representation through diversity.

While I agree moving to a larger Port Commission would allow Commissioners 
to discuss issues outside meetings, it could also result in a lack of transparency. 
With regard to the second point, I believe our Port Commission boundaries are 
not large enough to warrant five districts. Therefore, without expanding the Port 
District boundaries county-wide (which I would consider), the only logical option 
is to have two at-large positions. I have great concerns that this structure could give 
rise to a vocal minority that doesn’t reflect the best interests of the Port District at 
large. This is a topic that will likely surface this year, and I think it is important to 
encourage an open and healthy dialogue. 

I will continue to push sustainability initiatives, because I believe this is the 
future of our environment, economy and community. By pursuing these types of 
initiatives, it will enhance the quality of life for our neighbors both locally and 
globally. With that said, I am excited for the upcoming year and the opportunities 
that lie within the change. I look forward to working with the new Commission, 
and I believe they have the best interest of community at heart. Together with the 
new Commission, we have the opportunity to create a new vision for our future. 

Michael F. Hoffmann
Port of Everett Commissioner

2911 Bond St., Suite 202
PO Box 538 
Everett, WA 98206
Ph: (425) 259-3164
E-mail: lisam@portofeverett.com 
Web: www.portofeverett.com 
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Troy McClelland, District 1

Mark Wolken, District 2

Michael Hoffmann, District 3

E x E C u t i v E  D i r E C t O r 
John M. Mohr 
Commission meetings are at 9 a.m. 
the first and second tuesday of each 
month at the Port Administration 
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the public is encouraged to attend.   
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WHAt’S inSiDE

Everett resident Troy McClelland,
41, will start his six-year term as
Port of Everett Commissioner for

District 1 on Jan. 1, 2010.
McClelland was elected for the post 

in November after long-time Port 
Commissioner Phil Bannan retired 
from the seat he held for 12 years. 
McClelland is currently the Director 
of Corporate Procurement at Fluke 
Corporation and additionally has a 
rather impressive history as a Naval Officer. He served on 
active duty for 10 years, and is currently a reservist. One of 
his active duty roles was as an assistant construction officer 
during the development of Naval Station Everett.

“The Port of Everett’s role is vital for our community’s 
continued prosperity,” McClelland said. “It drives economic 
development, enables industry that provides the finest jobs 
for our citizens, and it enhances the quality of life in our 
community. I am thankful to those who supported me 
during the campaign process, and I look forward to getting 
down to the real work of the Port.”

McClelland is committed to strengthening the stability 
and economic vitality of the Port of Everett by using the 
best use of all Port assets to spur job growth. McClelland 
is also dedicated to enhancing recreation opportunities, 
strengthening our public use facilities, and driving to a long-
term vision aligned with our cities, county and state. 

“Troy is a pretty impressive individual, and I know he will 
make an outstanding contribution to the overall well-being 
of our community,” Port Executive Director John Mohr said.

McClelland grew up in Eastern Washington, and has been 
a resident of Everett for nearly two decades. He graduated 
with merit from the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis, 
Maryland, and earned a Bachelor of Science in Ocean 
Engineering. After moving to Everett, McClelland earned 
a Masters in Civil Engineering and Masters of Business 
Administration from the University of Washington.

McClelland is married to Nicole McClelland who is a 
lifelong resident of Everett.

District 1: 
Troy McclellanD

Everett resident Mark Wolken, 
52, began serving the 
remaining two year term 

for the District 2 Port Commission 
position on Nov. 25, 2009.  The 
vacancy became available after Connie 
Niva moved out of the Port District 
boundaries. 

Wolken has a vast background 
in public service, having served on 
numerous boards and commissions – most notably the 
Port Future’s Property Advisory Committee, the Everett 
Planning Commission and County Executive Aaron 
Reardon’s Citizen’s Cabinet for Economic Development.

“The Port does a great job of generating economic 
development opportunities and jobs for our community,” 
Wolken said. “I would like to strengthen that role by 
developing a long-term strategic vision for the Port 
properties. The Port owns nearly 3,000 acres of land, and it 
is important to have a plan for each parcel.”

 Wolken opened a consulting business in 1999, and has 
led the permitting efforts for the city of Everett’s Riverfront 
development, played a key role in cleaning up the former 
Asarco site in north Everett, and worked extensively with 
the Cedar Grove composting facility. Prior to starting his 
own business, Wolken served as senior vice-president for 
Rabanco companies, worked under Mayor Bill Moore as 
economic development director, and interned at the Port of 
Skagit County. 

“Mark’s passion and experience in property development 
will be a tremendous asset to the Port of Everett,” Port 
Executive Director John Mohr said. “His knowledge helped 
structure and focus our discussions on our property advisory 
committee, and it led to the hiring of a property manager.”

Wolken graduated from Western Washington University 
with a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science and Minors in 
Journalism and Broadcast Communications (1979). He 
then continued his higher education and received a Master 
of Arts in Political Science from Western in 1985.

Mark and his wife Susan live in southwest Everett. Their 
daughter Alissa, a graduate of the Mukilteo School District, 
attends Western Washington University.

District 2: 
Mark Wolken

Port District Welcomes new commissioners

A Changing Tide
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‘From morning coffee to the  

shoes on your feet, nearly 

everything we use comes  

through a seaport’

Seaports Deliver

For centuries, seaports have served 
as vital economic lifelines by 
bringing goods and services to 

people in the United States and around 
the world. 

Today, seaports remain a critical 
component of our nation’s economy. 
Not only do seaports deliver goods 
to consumers and export U.S.-made 

products overseas, but they 
also create millions of jobs 

and generate billions 
of dollars in federal, 

state and local tax 
revenue.

Connecting the World
Seaports serve as the gateway to 

domestic and international trade, 
connecting large and small U.S. 
businesses to the global marketplace.

• U.S. seaports are responsible for 
moving more than 99 percent of the 
country’s overseas cargo. 

• More than $3.8 billion worth of 
goods move in and out of U.S. seaports 
each day. 

• U.S. seaports handle more than 2 
billion tons of domestic, import and 
export cargo annually.

The Port of Everett is a strong 
economic driver in the region, 
according to the May 29, 2009 

Economic Impact report by Martin & 
Associates. This Pennsylvania-based firm 
focuses on assessing economic impacts 
of transportation systems around the 
world. 

The study found that in 2008, the 
Port of Everett supported nearly 31,100 
jobs and provided approximately $2.7 
billion in total wages, salaries and local 
consumption expenditures to the local 
and regional economy. In addition, the 
Port generated roughly $3.6 billion of 
revenue for local businesses and $246.8 
million in state and local tax revenue. 

“This report illustrates the valuable 

role the Port of Everett plays in 
stimulating the local economy by way 
of jobs, revenue and tax contributions 
throughout the region,” said John 
Martin, President of Martin & 
Associates. “It is encouraging to see the 
Port’s numbers and economic benefits 
increase, especially in light of this 
struggling economy.”

The influx in economic benefits to 
the region is a direct result of the Port’s 
increase in shipping operations and its 
role in servicing the local and regional 
aerospace industry, Martin said. The 
Port of Everett is a critical piece of 
infrastructure to support the local and 
regional aerospace industries, he said. 

The study also found that 80 percent 
of the jobs generated by the Port stay 

within Snohomish County, and 40 
percent of those people live in the City 
of Everett. 

“We are very proud to support so 
many families in Snohomish County,” 
said John Mohr, Executive Director for 
the Port of Everett. “It’s evident that 
trade is a key part of America’s economy. 
It boosts jobs, keeps goods affordable 
and, in the case of the Port of Everett, 
provides a great array of recreational 
amenities for its community.” 

Furthermore, the Port’s three business 
lines create tax benefits for state and 
local government. Of the $246.8 
million generated in state and local 
tax revenue, $160 million goes to 
Washington State, and the remainder to 
local governments.

Why are Ports Vital to the Economy?

Port of EvErEtt Economic DrivEr, stuDy finDs

 

PROSPERITY
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Building A Vibrant Waterfront

Port of EvErEtt Economic DrivEr, stuDy finDs

As part of its continued 
commitment to revitalize the 
waterfront, the Port of Everett 

began construction on its Marine Sales 
and Repair Center (MSRC).

This project, which will create 
69,000 square feet of leasable space, 
is one of the remaining segments of 
the full build-out of the Port’s Marine 
Craftsman District. This district, 
which is located between 13th and 
10th Streets and West Marine View 
Drive, is comprised of a drystack 
storage building, a new boat washdown 
facility, and most importantly, a zero-
discharge boatyard. A zero-discharge 
boatyard captures all the runoff and 
sends it through two clean treatment 
processes before the treated runoff 
enters Port Gardner Bay. 

“We are so proud of the work we 
have done to develop the Marine 
Craftsman District,” Executive 
Director John Mohr said. “We are well 
on our way to accomplishing our goal 
of creating a centralized, efficient and 
environmentally-sound boatyard to 
service marine-related businesses.”

The district is designed to serve the 
Port’s marina, which is the largest 
public marina on the West Coast with 
more than 2,300 moorages. 

“The redevelopment of this building, 
and investment in the boat service 
district is critical to our ability to 
adequately and efficiently serve 
our boating population,” said Carl 
Wollebek, Chief of Operations for 

the Port of Everett. “Also important, 
especially in this economic climate, 
is the job and business opportunities 
this district will create for our marine 
businesses.” 

The Port is working with Eclipse 
Real Estate to actively seek tenants for 
the available space. Marine sales and 
repair businesses 
are expected to 
utilize 32,000 
square feet. The 
Port is working to 
secure a restaurant 
for some of the 
space in the 
MSRC building.  

The renovation 
of the building 
will also include 
a 3,000 square 
foot multi-
purpose room to 
be used for Port 
Commission 
meetings, and will 
become a rentable 
venue for community events, such as 
corporate meetings and weddings. 

The MSRC building, which is 
expected to cost $8.4 million, will 
be ready for occupants in late 2010. 
Once complete, the Port expects to 
consolidate its staff into a portion 
of the renovated building, vacating 
various office locations. 

Craftsman Building Construction Begins

 

PROSPERITY
In September 2009, the Port’s 

contractor, Hoffman Construction, 
completed the new 13th Street 

roadway named Port Gardner Way, which 
is located off W. Marine View Drive. 

The $6.2 million project created an 
80-foot wide roadway 
corridor fitted with 
pedestrian sidewalks, 
street lighting, parking 
stalls and underground 
utilities to support 
the Marine Craftsman 
District and the future 
Port Gardner Wharf 
development. As part 
of the project, the 
Port teamed with 
the City of Everett 
to replace a dated 
sewer line on the site.

The new roadway  
will provide visitors easy 
access to the Marine 
Craftsman District and 

its various marine-related businesses. The 
roadway connects to Craftsman Way, the 
road that loops to the Port’s 10th Street 
Boat Launch and 12th Street Yacht Basin. 
The new roadway will also connect the 
community to the Fisherman’s Tribute 
Plaza, which was constructed as part of 
this project. 

This spring the Port will landscape the 
roadway, and the Fisherman’s Tribute 
Statue will be installed in the plaza.

Introducing Port Gardner 
Way; Fisherman’s Tribute 

Plaza Complete

Port Gardner Way

Fisherman’s Tribute Plaza
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EMErging CargoEs

Over the past five years, the 
Port of Everett has invested 
approximately $20 million 

into growing and modernizing its trade 
facilities. 

These investments, coupled with an 
active marketing effort, have earned 
the Port a spot at the table to compete 
for wind energy.  Wind energy is 
an emerging cargo for this region, 
especially in light of the passage of 
Initiative 937 in 2006, which requires 
Washington state’s largest utilities to 
focus on sources of renewable energy. 

“As our country continues to 
look at innovative ways to reduce 
dependence on oil and reduce our 
carbon footprint, more emphasis will 
be placed on renewable energy,” said 
Carl Wollebek, Chief of Operations 
for the Port of Everett. “The Port’s 
proven commitment to infrastructure 
investments and technological 
advancements is something that 
customers take into consideration when 
deciding where to ship their products.”

The Port of Everett is strategically 
positioned to serve as the point of 
entry for wind energy products being 

imported from Japan to the Northern 
Tier states, Wollebek said. Currently, 
the Port handles dozens of sets of wind 
energy components, but with planned 
investments at its 27-acre South 
Terminal facility, the Port hopes to build 
on this success. 

In addition to wind energy 
components, the Port of Everett 
handles 100 percent of the ocean-going 
aerospace parts for the 747, 767 and 
777 airplane programs. While the Port 
is projecting a decline in aerospace 
shipments for 2010, this situation could 
change considerably if The Boeing 
Company earns the refueling tanker 
contract for the U.S. military. Both 
airplanes being proposed, the 767 
and 777, are manufactured in Everett 
and serviced by the Port’s deep-water 
facilities. 

“The Port has a well-deserved 
reputation for its skilled workforce,” 
Wollebek said. “They are top-notch 
when it comes to handling diverse types 
of cargo quickly and efficiently.” 

inFrastruCturE Funding 

To better serve our emerging cargoes, 
the Port applied for a $43.1 million 

grant from the U.S. Department 
of Transportation to redevelop the 
South Terminal. The funding, which 
will be decided in February 2010, is 
available through the  Transportation 
Investment Generating Economic 
Recovery (TIGER) program, as 
part of the American Recovery 
& Reinvestment Act. 

The proposed project is consistent 
with the Port’s Marine Terminals 
Master Plan adopted in 2008, and 
would significantly improve the Port’s 
ability to efficiently and effectively 
move goods through its facilities. The 
project includes strengthening a 700-
foot wharf, upgrading the storage yard, 
investing in rail improvements, and 
installing high-voltage power systems to 
allow for “cold ironing” of ships. Cold 
ironing enables ships to turn off their 
diesel engines and generators while 
docked at the Port, therefore reducing 
air emissions. 

“Investment in trade facilities is 
critical to the ongoing prosperity of 
the Puget Sound region,” said John 
Mohr, Executive Director of the Port of 
Everett. “This project would reinvest in 
a critical piece of aging infrastructure, 

Seaport: Investing in Growth 

Wind 
Aerospace 

Construction 
Gold Mining



Seaport: Investing in Growth 
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Port of Everett &Washington state trade
Among Washington State’s top 

imports and exports are airplanes 
and aerospace parts. According to 
2004 figures, this comprises $19.4 
billion of the $111 billion of Wash-
ington State’s trade.

The Port of Everett is a criti-
cal link in this supply chain, as its 
facilities accommodate 100 percent 
of the oversized aerospace parts 
for the 747, 767 and 777 airplanes. 

These parts arrive in Everett’s ship-
ping terminals and travel up to The 
Boeing Company’s Everett facility 
by BNSF Railways. Some of the 
other parts travel through the Ports 
of Seattle and Tacoma, and are 
transported to the various facilities 
by truck and rail. 

Washington State trade means 
jobs. Nearly 740,000 workers and 
proprietors depend on exports, 

and 161,000 workers depend on 
imports. Approximately one in 
four jobs in Washington is tied to 
foreign exports, and the pay for 
these jobs is about 46 percent more 
than the overall state average. This 
is estimated to account for approxi-
mately 25 percent of the state’s 
gross domestic product.

 

Information from the Washington Public Ports Association

while growing our economy and 
preserving the environmental integrity 
of our area.”

According to an independent 
economic analysis by Martin Associates, 
the project would support more than 
1,100 jobs initially, and that number 
would grow to 2,400 in 20 years. In 
addition, the project would create 
nearly 835 construction jobs. The Port’s 
current activities support nearly 31,100 
jobs in the region. 

If grant funding is received, the 
project has a substantial completion 
date of February 2012. 

rail ExPansion

With the help of Sen. Patty Murray, 
the Port of Everett expects to secure 
the remaining funding necessary to 
construct 2,300 lineal feet of rail to 
help our region recover in the event of a 
disaster. 

The Port of Everett’s shipping 

terminals have been identified as a 
base of operations to directly support 
regional recovery and reconstruction 
efforts in the event of a regional man-
made or natural disaster. To adequately 
serve in this role, additional rail 
capacity is needed to ensure the quick 
and efficient movement of goods. 

“As we work to create jobs and 
reinvest in Washington State, it is vital 
that our ports remain secure and open 
for business,” Senator Murray said in a 
release issued Sept. 23, 2009. 

Everett was given this strategic 
designation due to its geographical 
location in the event of an eruption 
from Mount Rainier. This type of 
catastrophic event would essentially 
shut down the ports of Olympia, 
Tacoma, and some of Seattle. 

Existing oPErations

While the economy is showing small 
signs of recovery, the Port of Everett 
doesn’t expect to see an up-tick in its 

routine shipping business until 2011. 
The Port experienced a 20 percent 

reduction of its existing cargo in 2009, 
and expects an additional drop at the 
beginning of 2010. The primary cargoes 
impacted by the economic downturn 
have been in the Port’s construction 
support industry. For example, 
Lehigh Northwest Cement Company 
suspended its operations through 2010 
to give the economy time to recover. 
This directly impacts the Port’s cargo 
figures. In addition, the demand for 
construction machinery has slowed. 

One area that has remained stable, 
however, is the Port’s Russian business. 
The Port of Everett supports the gold 
mining operations in the Russian Far 
East. 

“The Port industry is very cyclical,” 
Marine Terminals Director Dave Madill 
said. “Recovery will come in small 
chunks, and when it does, we will be 
ready.”
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Port of Everett 
Offers  

Public Access & 
Amenities

Walk  
This  
Way

�

CreaTing Miles 

of WaTerfronT 

WalkWays 

Waterfront loop

The Port of Everett has 
opened the final segment 
of its marina trail system 

completing Everett’s newest public 
access path — Port Gardner 
Waterfront Loop. 

The nearly four mile pathway, 
located between 10th and 18th Streets off West Marine View 
Drive (WMVD), provides pedestrian access throughout the 
Port’s marina facilities. This link allows visitors to walk or 
ride continuously from the Port’s Pigeon Creek Public Access 
Trail, which is behind the shipping terminals, down WMVD, 
throughout the marina waterfront and beyond Legion Park. A 
large portion of this trail is along the shoreline. 

“I applaud the Port of Everett in its effort to provide new public 
access along the waterfront,” Everett Mayor Ray Stephanson said. 
“This new trail will give neighbors and visitors the opportunity to 
enjoy the beautiful scenery that the Everett waterfront has to offer.”

To complete the final segment of the trail system, the Port 
constructed an interim asphalt pathway around the northwest 
perimeter of the North Marina Redevelopment area. This interim 
walking and biking corridor advances the Port’s commitment to 
public access until the permanent esplanade can be constructed as 
part of the overall development. 

“Even though the condo and retail portion of the Port Gardner 
Wharf project is on hold, we wanted to complete the trail and 
create an opportunity for the community to come down and 
enjoy the waterfront,” said Larry Crawford, Chief of Properties 
and Development for the Port. “The interim segment connecting 
the waterfront loop will serve the community until further site 
development occurs.”

The Port, in partnership with the City of Everett, is also 
installing non-motorized pedestrian improvements along WMVD 
between 10th and 16th Streets and WMVD. This project, which 

is currently under construction, will provide a landscaped 
barrier between vehicles and pedestrians. The project should 
be complete in spring 2010.
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Pigeon Creek Trail 
Located just behind the Port of Everett’s shipping 

terminals, Pigeon Creek Trail offers a one mile walking path 
where visitors can witness international trade in action while 
passing by the Port’s terminal facilities. 

Union slough Trail
Become one with nature while enjoying a beautiful walk 

through the 24-acre Union Slough marshland off Highway 
529. Don’t forget your binoculars!  

Beaches & kite Boarding
 
Jetty island - great for families

Come enjoy the wind and waves at the Port-owned 
Jetty Island − the largest sandy beach on the Puget Sound. 
Join nearly 50,000 beach lovers who visit the island every 
summer to bask in the sun, play in the sand and swim in the 
warm, shallow waters. The Jetty is a popular destination for 
the extreme sport kite boarding and is the perfect place to let 
your kites fly! Jump on the City of Everett’s free passenger 
ferry at the Port’s 10th Street Boat Launch during Jetty Island 
Days to experience the fun. For more information, call the 
Jetty Island Kiosk at 425.257.8304. 

Pigeon Creek Beach
After a one mile walk or ride along Pigeon Creek Trail, just 

behind the Port’s shipping terminals, visitors reach Pigeon 
Creek Beach and Viewpoint. The viewpoint offers a great 
view and picnic area overlooking the serene saltwater beach. 
Don’t forget to pack a lunch!

Marina facilities

The Port of Everett Marina is the largest public marina on 
the West Coast with 2,300 slips.

10th street Boat launch & rentals 
Need to launch your boat? We’ve got the largest public 

boat launch in Washington State with 13 launching lanes. 
This facility accommodates all boating needs, from small 
power boats to kayaks, and provides an ADA accessible lane. 
10th Street Marine Park adjoins the boat launch, providing 
picnic tables and a coffee shack for visitors. Want to kayak 
on Port Gardner Bay? Stop by Popeye’s off 13th Street and 
West Marine View Drive for a rental.

escape to everett: guest Moorage
The Port of Everett Marina welcomes visiting boaters 

year round and is equipped with four large guest docks, 
with ADA access available. Call the marina office at 
425.259.6001 for information.

Waterfront restaurants
Whether you want a quick bite to eat or a fine dining 

experience, the Port of Everett Marina has several shoreside 
restaurants for you to enjoy.

Wildlife & Bird Watching

 Jetty island
Step into a world of wildlife, sandy beaches and marsh 

grasses that is home to more than 45 bird species including 
osprey, shorebirds, hawks, eagles, cormorants and ducks. 
Lucky visitors may see seals surfacing or lounging near the 
waters edge or even witness gray whales swimming by during 
spring migration.

Union slough
Located in the Snohomish River estuary, Union Slough 

is a great location for wildlife lovers. This 24-acre estuarine 
marsh mudflat habitat creates a home for native species, 
including endangered Chinook salmon, shorebirds, 
Dungeness crab, trees and shrubs. 

10th street Pier and Park
 Fish off the 10th Street Marine Park pier or enjoy a picnic 

in the park while taking in the sights and sounds of the 
waterfront. This location is a great place to watch for various 
birds and seals. 

*Note: The Port also enhanced Edgewater Beach in south Everett; 
however, the Port is unable to open the beach for public use until the 
Mukilteo Tank Farm property is transferred to the Port of Everett.

Trail map available online at www.portofeverett.com
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In an effort to connect the community with its Port, 
last summer the Port of Everett introduced its first 
series of free Working Waterfront Harbor Tours.

The Port partnered with the Everett Parks 
Department to host four fully-booked tours highlighting 
topics of international trade, property development, 
marina facilities, public recreation and environmental 
stewardship. Port staff provided an interactive and 
unique look into Port operations, including a first-ever 
tour into the East Waterway adjacent to the Port’s 
shipping terminals. This area is typically restricted by 
Naval Station Everett. 

Each of the one-hour tours departed from the 10th 
Street Boat Launch, following the shoreline into the 
Port’s deep-water marine terminals. Locations of 
discussion included the Port’s state-of-the-art marina 
facilities, waterfront restaurants and businesses, Naval 
Station Everett, the Port’s shipping terminals and the 
Port-owned Jetty Island. 

“The amount of interest in our first set of harbor 
tours reached far beyond our expectations,” said Lisa 
Lefeber, Communications Administrator for the Port of 
Everett. “It’s encouraging to know that the community 
wants to learn more about its Port and what we are 
doing to revitalize the waterfront and grow our local 
economy.”

Port staff will continue to develop the program and 
work to accommodate additional guests next summer.  
The Port is working with the Parks Department to 
schedule evening tours that don’t conflict with shipping 
activity and provide an alternative time for tours. The 
Port received many requests to extend the tour, and 
travel down to the Port’s satellite shipping facility, 
Mount Baker Terminal, which handles oversized 
airplane parts. Port staff will work with the ferry 
operator to determine if this is possible. 

For more information, visit www.portofeverett.com. 

SummEr HArbOr TOurS

Connecting the   Community with its Port!
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The Port of Everett strives to 
keep its constituents informed 
and reach out to our youth 

through a multi-faceted outreach 
program. 

Beyond the distribution of Port 
publications and providing updates 
on its Web site, the Port strives to find 
new avenues to provide information to 
the public. Port presentations, school 
outreach and environmental programs 
are among the many ways Port staff 
reaches out to the community. 

“We know we won’t be able to reach 
everyone, but our goal is to make sure 
our staff is accessible, the information 
is available and we are doing all we 
can to maintain open and transparent 
government,” Port Communications 
Administrator Lisa Lefeber said. “Since 
people receive their information from a 
variety of sources, it’s our responsibility 
to deliver information in a diverse way.” 

One way the Port gets the word 
out is through its speakers bureau. 

This program is designed to reach out 
to  various community organizations 
to provide Port updates and details 
on upcoming projects. The Port 
commonly speaks at neighborhood 
associations, Rotary and Kiwanis clubs, 
as well as government and business 
organizations in the area, allowing the 
Port to communicate with the public 
directly and solicit valuable feedback.

The Port also focuses outreach 
efforts toward its younger audiences, 
speaking in classrooms in the Everett 
and Mukilteo School Districts. Port 
staff has developed an interactive 
learning program that meets the Grade 
Level Expectations of 4th, 7th and 11th 
grade by teaching about the Port, its 
governance and international trade. 

“Understanding the role ports 
and international trade play in the 
economic development of our region 
is important to the education of our 
youth,” Lefeber said. “Our goal is to 
help students become familiar with 

ports by educating students about their 
neighboring Port here in Everett, and 
the many benefits it provides to the 
community.”

Environmental partnerships are 
another way the Port interacts with 
its residents. Through partnerships 
with People for Puget Sound and the 
ORCA program at Everett Community 
College, the Port is able to help teach 
the community about the importance 
of balancing economic, social and 
environmental values. People for 
Puget Sound, which manages the 
environmental stewardship at the 
Port’s Jetty Island and Union Slough 
properties, continually hosts work 
parties to remove invasive species at 
these sites. The turnout for these events 
grows each year. 

Additional outreach efforts include 
Port tours, the new harbor tour 
program (see page 10), media updates, 
e-mail updates to residents and the 
sponsorship of community events. 
For example, the Port participates 
in Everett’s 4th of July fireworks, the 
Summer Concert Series, the Mukilteo 
Lighthouse Festival and school field 
trips to Port properties. 

Enhancing Community 
Outreach & Teaching Our Youth

Connecting the   Community with its Port!
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2010 Budget  outlook
In October 2009, the Everett Port 

Commission adopted a $51.4 million 
operating and capital budget for 2010. 

Similar to other governmental agen-
cies, the Port has been reducing expens-
es and deferring projects in an effort to 
weather the economic storm. Compared 
to 2009, the Port trimmed its 2010 
operating budget by 10 percent, and 
its capital budget by 21 percent. The 
adopted budget forecasts additional re-
ductions in trade and marina occupancy 
in the first half of 2010, with a slight 
rebound by the end of the year. 

The budget includes a levy of 28-
cents per $1,000 assessed property 
value within its district boundaries. 
These boundaries include portions of 
Everett, Mukilteo and unincorporated 
Snohomish County. The levy generates 
approximately $4.1 million in revenue 
annually. These dollars are dedicated to 
capital improvement projects and debt 
service for projects. Ten percent of the 
tax base is dedicated to environmental 
stewardship. 

12 th Consecutive  
Clean audit

The Port of Everett demonstrated its 
commitment to high financial standards 
once more by achieving another clean 
audit, marking the 12th consecutive year 
with no findings reported by the State 
Auditor’s office.  

The scope of the audit included the 
evaluation of financial statements, as 
well as documentation related to the 
accountability of public resources and 
compliance with laws and regulations, 
such as open public meetings, gift of 
public funds, compliance with contracts 
and agreements and contract change 
orders. 

Historic  Weyerhaeuser 
Building renovations
The Port of Everett Commission  

authorized $400,000 in repairs to the 
historic Weyerhaeuser Building slated 
for 2010. Following the improvements, 
the Port will work to find a tenant to 
occupy the building, located off 18th 
Street and West Marine View Drive. 

The Weyerhaeuser Building, built 
in 1923 and moved two times since, 
was designed in the Gothic style as a 
lavish office building that showcased 
the Weyerhaeuser Company’s mill work 
products.

Coll ins  Building  
update

On Nov. 23, 2009, the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers issued its determina-
tion that the Port of Everett complied 
with the Collins Building Memoran-
dum of Agreement (MOA). 

This decision came after a dispute was 
filed by Historic Everett in June 2009. 
In short, the Corps confirmed that the 
Port of Everett has met its responsibili-

ties under the MOA signed in 2005, 
and went on to conclude: “We believe 
the Port has provided evidence the rede-
velopment cost estimates were credible 
and any refinement of cost estimates 
would be unable to overcome the sub-
stantial disparity between the projected 
income and redevelopment costs.” On 
October 1, 2009, the Advisory Council 
on Historic Preservation (ACHP) based 
in Washington D.C. also concluded that 
the Port had complied with the MOA. 
This organization was tasked with 
reviewing all the information provided 
by the Port and consulting parties, and 
making a recommendation to the Corps. 

train Horn Quiet 
Zone update

In November 2009, Port staff report-
ed that the City of Mukilteo has nearly 
completed construction on the quiet 
zone near the Mount Baker Terminal.  

In December 2004, the Port reached 
an agreement with Citizens for a 
Quality Mukilteo, agreeing to pay up 
to $600,000 for the anticipated costs 
of a “Train Horn Quiet Zone” on 
the waterfront. These funds included 
paying for the design, installation 
and permitting for the supplemental 
safety measures as defined by federal 
regulations that are necessary to cre-
ate the quiet zone. 

After the construction is complete, the 
City of Mukilteo will need to petition 
BNSF Railways to activate the quiet 
zone. After an on-site conference with 
various parties, the system could be 
activated. No timeline is available. 

Port Briefs
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record summer at  the  Marina

Activities, events and a heavy 
salmon run kept the Port of 
Everett Marina busier than ever 

this summer. 
In August, the Port helped the Everett 

Steelhead and Salmon Club celebrate 
its 16th annual Everett Coho Derby 
– the largest salmon derby in the Puget 
Sound. Just over 2,100 adults and kids 
registered for the event, catching 1,101 
fish weighing in at a whopping 9,178 
pounds. Together, the derby and busy 
fishing season created a record high 
at the Port’s 10th Street Boat Launch. 
Approximately 20,000 boats were 
launched this summer, compared to 
17,000 total launches in the entire year 
of 2008.

“It was exciting to see the piers lined 
with fishing poles and the boat launch 
being used to its full potential,” Port 
Marina Director Cyndy Olson said. 
“This summer’s humpy run was the 
best we’ve seen in awhile and the great 
weather kept Everett’s fishing enthusiasts 
out here all summer long.”

Jetty Island Days kicked off its 
24th season with expanded service 
to Jetty Island, making it a record 
breaking season. Nearly 48,000 people 
visited the family favorite destination 
between July 1 and Labor Day weekend, 
climbing from approximately 34,000 
visitors just last summer. This was 
the first summer the Everett Parks 
Department, in partnership with the 
Port, opened the Jetty a week early and 
increased ferry service to the island from 
six days to seven days per week. 

“The Jetty Island Days program 
sees added interest every year, but 
it was especially popular this 
summer,” Port Executive Director 
John Mohr said. “With families 
looking to cut back by holding 
off on summer vacations, 
the Jetty provided a great 
alternative that was close to home.” 

Other events at the marina were 
an expanded Waterfront Concert 
Series program at Port Gardner 
Landing, along with the community 
favorite Farmers Market. Additionally, 
the 13th annual Fresh Paint arts festival 
in mid-August saw its largest turnout 
yet with 110 booths to showcase local 
artists. Wood carving, glass blowing 
and painted art cars were among its 
attractions.  

Despite the teeming activity 
surrounding the marina, the Port 
of Everett Marina occupancy rates 
have seen the effects of a struggling 
economy. While the summer occupancy 
rates held steady with 2008, after the 
summer season ended, the Port saw its 
occupancy rates decline into the mid-
70 percent range, Olson said.  The 
vacancies are mostly in the Port’s smaller 
slips (28 feet and below), because most 
boat owners have the ability to pull their 
boats out of the water for the winter. 

“Although we are experiencing hard 
times right now, we haven’t lost sight of 
what’s truly important at our marina, 
and that is providing exceptional 
customer service and state-of-the-art 
facilities to our boaters,” Olson said. 

Through its marina recapitalization 
program this past summer, the Port 
reopened its Southeast Marina docks. 
The $5.6 million investment is the first 
completed phase of the Port’s efforts to 
replace the aging docks in the North 
and South Marinas. The Port also 
remodeled both of its South Marina 
restrooms, and just completed the 
remodel of the restroom, shower and 
laundry facilities in the South Marina 
office breezeway. 

Right now, the Port is in the process 
of adding supplemental floatation at A, 
B and C-docks in the South Marina.
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mount Baker terminal Handles 3,000th container!

In October 2009, the 3,000th 
aerospace container moved across 
Mount Baker Terminal. 

The Port’s satellite facility in south 
Everett opened for business in May 
2008 after a collaborative community 
effort aimed at better serving the local 
aerospace industry. 

“Mount Baker Terminal is functioning 
better than imagined,” Port Marine 
Terminals Director Dave Madill said.  
“It is a highly efficient operation, and  
we work diligently to minimize any 
impacts on the adjacent neighborhood.” 

Mount Baker Terminal, formerly 
known as the Rail/Barge Transfer 
Facility, is designed to transport 
oversized cargo, such as large  
aerospace parts, that do not fit onto 
standard trucks or rail facilities to Paine 

Field Airport. 
 The pier supports 100 

percent of the oversized 
ocean-going parts for 
The Boeing Company’s 
747, 767 and 777 
airplane programs. The 
facility may be used as 
a backup transportation 
method for the 787 
Dreamliner. 

“The Port of Everett 
is proud of our role in supporting the 
largest industry in Washington State,” 
Port Executive Director John Mohr 
said. “If Boeing is awarded the U.S. 
Military Tanker Contract, Mount Baker 
Terminal could be an extremely critical 
link in the production of the refueling 
tankers.”

Prior to opening this facility, 
the oversized aerospace parts were 
transported from Port of Everett’s 
Pacific Terminal by rail to Paine Field 
Airport. This process shut down the 
BNSF mainline in both directions for 
approximately two hours each delivery. 
The new facility reduces the mainline 
closure to approximately 15 minutes.

Since the implementation of the 
Puget Sound Initiative (PSI) by 
Gov. Christine Gregoire in 2008, 

the Port has invested nearly $9 million 
to cleanup its North Marina area. 

With assistance from the Department 
of Ecology, the Port identified six sites 
slated for cleanup. Three of these sites 
are considered priority sites, and include 
the North Marina West End site, the 
Everett Shipyard site and the Ameron/
Hulbert site. 

Each site is treated separately and 
is in a different phase of the cleanup 
process, which begins with identifying 
contaminants in soil, groundwater 
and in-water sediment. Once areas of 
contamination are clearly identified, 
the Port works with Ecology to plan 
an appropriate remedy, which in most 
cases involves the physical removal of 

the contaminated soil. Although the 
process sounds simple, it can take 
several years to complete cleanup at 
each site. 

To date, the West End site has 
come the farthest after recently 
completing physical cleanup, and 
working towards final evaluation. 
The Everett Shipyard site has 
undergone an investigation of upland 
soil, groundwater and sediment, and 
cleanup is being planned for 2011.

To aid in future development and 
cleanup efforts, Everett Shipyard has 
vacated the North Marina area, and its 
entire operations are now located at the 
Port’s deep-water shipping terminals. 

Portions of the Ameron/Hulbert site, 
located between 10th and 13th Streets, 
have been cleaned up prior to the area’s 
redevelopment activities. Efforts to 

evaluate the remaining portions of the 
site are currently underway. 

Other cleanup sites identified by 
the Port are being cleaned up under 
Ecology’s Voluntary Cleanup Program 
(VCP). Two of the three VCP sites have 
received letters of ‘No Further Action,’ 
and the remaining VCP site is nearly 
complete. 

All cleanup sites at the North Marina 
are scheduled for completion between 
2011 and 2014.

PugEt sounD initiativE: 
Working Toward A Clean Puget Sound
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Want to Learn  
m o r e  A b o u t  Y o u r  P o r t ?

if you would like to learn more about the Port of Everett, please consider the following resources. Also, we would like 
to hear from you on how we are doing.  We would appreciate any comments or feedback you may have. 

Visit the Web site
the Port of Everett offers a variety 

of information and resources on its 
Web site. For more information on 
Port activities and business, please 

visit: www.portofeverett.com 

tours and Presentations
if you would like to request 
a Port presentation or tour,  
please contact Lisa Lefeber, 

lisam@portofeverett.com,  or  
425.259.3164.

contact the Port 
Questions? Comments?

We can be reached at 425.259.3164 
or lisam@portofeverett.com. We 

also have a comment form at  
www.portofeverett.com.

Phil Bannan has dedicated nearly 
20 years of service to growing 
and building the Port of Everett 

into the organization it is today. 
While it’s nearly impossible to capture 

all of Bannan’s accomplishments, it is 
safe to say they are pretty remarkable. 

Bannan began working with the Port 
of Everett as its executive director in 
1986.  Following eight years as port 
director, he was elected to the Port of 
Everett Commission in 1997. 

One of his proudest accomp-
lishments during his tenure as executive 
director was negotiating the sale of 110-
acres of Port property to the U.S. Navy 
to build Naval Station Everett, and 
modernizing the Port’s terminal facilities 

to accommodate the growing marine 
traffic. 

 During his service as Commissioner, 
Bannan worked to strengthen the Port’s 
shipping business and also begin the 
process of redeveloping the Port’s 65-
acre North Marina property into a new 
waterfront neighborhood. 

“I am very proud of the direction the 
Port of Everett is headed, and my hope 
is that the Port continues to invest in its 
trade facilities and maintain its excellent 
track record of responsibly managing 
the taxpayer’s money,” Bannan said. “I 
have enjoyed my time as Commissioner, 
and will continue to keep tabs on its 
continued progress.”

Other accomplishments include 

completing the 
California Street 
Overcrossing project 
to the terminals, 
building Mount 
Baker Terminal, the 
12th Street Yacht Basin,  creating a 
state-of-the-art boatyard facility, public 
access improvements, and setting the 
foundation for the future redevelopment 
of the 65-acre North Marina property. 

“Phil’s leadership has successfully 
carried us through a lot of changes in 
recent years, and his experience and 
knowledge will be greatly missed,” 
Executive Director John Mohr said.  

Phil Bannan Retires After 20 years of Service

Connie Niva began serving her term 
as Port Commissioner for District 2 
in January 2006. During her tenure, 

the Port completed the construction of 
Mount Baker Terminal, the 12th Street 
Yacht Basin, signed a 20-year lease with 
Lehigh Cement, a five-year lease with East West Gold, and 
significantly improved the Port’s communication and outreach 
efforts with the community. Niva resigned in June 2009 after 
moving outside of the Port District.  

“Connie was a tremendous asset to the Port of Everett, 
and has helped keep us moving in the right direction over 
these last four years,” Port Executive Director John Mohr 
said. “Her passion and commitment to public service and 
transparency in local government have not gone unnoticed by 
this community. ”

Connie Niva

Duane Pearson began his 
tenure as Port Commissioner 
in August 2009 after 

Commissioner Connie Niva’s resignation.
Pearson, who has resided in the Port 

District for more than 60 years, was chosen for the interim 
post because of his familiarity with the Port’s operations, 
and impressive property development history.  

“Duane served a valuable role in ensuring business  
went on as usual during our leadership transition,” Port  
Executive Director John Mohr said. “His expertise in 
finance, real estate and property development were 
particularly important.”

Pearson’s last day on the Commission was Nov. 24, 2009.

Duane Pearson 

Commending Outstanding Public Service
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